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3 DEGREES OF SEPARATION
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Planned vs. Unplanned White Space
Requires Some Unlearning

Internal Spacing:Internal Spacing:Internal Spacing:

1st Degree  0 - 3 pts. of white space 
The first degree creates a package. 

Traditionally elements separated by 0 to 3 pts. of white space 
are seen as a single, unified group.

2nd Degree  ¾ - 1 pica of white space 

The second degree establishes standard separation 
between elements on a spread. 

All spreads will have area that uses the second degree of separation.

3rd Degree  
1 grid of white space

(width of 1 grid plus 
¾ to 1 pica on either side)

The third degree creates emphasis. 

Grids separate and draw attention to copy, photo/photo 
collections or whole book links.
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